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THIS IS A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE 
SHEEP AND GOAT VALIDATION 

PROCEDURES. FOR MORE DETAILS 
REGARDING VALIDTION, PLEASE REFER TO 
THE TEXAS 4-H/FFA SHEEP AND GOAT 

VALIDATION PROGRAM GUIDELINES.



IMPORTANT DATES
MAJOR SHOW VALIDATION

✓Aug. 1st – tag orders open

✓Sept. 1st – late tag orders begin

✓Oct. 1st – REGISTERED 
BREEDING SHEEP/GOAT 
OWNERSHIP DEADLINE

✓Oct. 1st-31st – physical 
validation period

✓Nov. 8th – ALL VALIDATION 
MATERIALS MUST BE 
POSTMARKED AND 
VALIDATION DATA MUST 
BE ENTERED ONLINE

STATE FAIR VALIDATION

✓April 1st – tag orders open

✓May 1st – late tag orders begin

✓June 30th – REGISTERED 
BREEDING SHEEP/GOAT 
OWNERSHIP DEADLINE

✓June 1st-30th – physical 
validation period

✓July 8th – ALL VALIDATION 
MATERIALS MUST BE 
POSTMARKED AND 
VALIDATION DATA MUST 
BE ENTERED ONLINE



Before validation…
• Ensure that you have received all the 

following materials from the Sheep and 
Goat Validation Office:
• Validation tags

• Validation Forms

• DNA Sample envelopes

• Nose print cards

• Ethics Policy – found online and in guidelines



Before validation…
• You will need to gather:

• Ear tagger(s)

• Tattoo pliers, numbers, and ink (green)

• Pliers to pull DNA samples

• Ink pad(s) for nose prints (blue or red)

• Disinfectant for equipment

• Paper towels/rags



Validation Form
• Completed at validation by 

CEA or AST

• Must include all the following 
information:
• County name

• County Tattoo #

• Date

• Exhibitor name(s)

• Family email address

• Address and phone number

• Validation information for each 
animal validated

• Signatures for EACH exhibitor

• Signature for Validation 
Chairperson 

• Signature for CEA/AST

• Signature for parent/guardian



Validation Form

• Be sure each eligible exhibitor is listed.

• Family Email Address – important it is correct and checked often
• You will enter this email address in the online validation system for the

family; each family will receive a receipt for each entry submitted.

• Exhibitors should double check the information included in the receipt
received is correct.



Validation Form

• This section is used for MARKET ANIMALS ONLY!

• You should include:
• 5-digit validation tag number
• TLBA # or TGBA # (if applicable)
• Specify lamb breed or goat

• Including the breed of lamb is to make identification of a lamb that loses a tag
easier; this does not clarify what breed the lamb will show as at a major show.

Wether/Commercial dams or does that are included in this section will not be enrolled in the
Breeding Roll-Over Program.



Validation Form

• This section is for BREEDING ANIMALS ONLY!

• You should include:
• 5-digit validation tag number
• Name of Exhibitor(s) that are eligible to exhibit the project

• Wether/Commercial dams/does are considered family validated, like a market animal, unless
specified otherwise.

• Specify Breeding Sheep or Goat, Wether/Commercial Dam or Doe
• Registration # - only used for Registered Breeding Sheep and Goats
• TLBA # or TGBA # (if applicable) - only used for Wether/Commercial Dams and Does
• Flock Tag - Registered Breeding Sheep / Tattoo - everything else



Validation Form
• ALL SIGNATURES MUST BE COMPLETED AT THE TIME OF VALIDATION

• Each exhibitor listed at the top of the Validation Form MUST sign the
Validation Form as an exhibitor.

• If the Validation Chairperson is the Supervising CEA/AST, please have the
Co-Chair sign as the chairperson.

• INITIALS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AS SIGNATURES!
• Exhibitors and parents should sign the Validation Form AFTER

validation is complete. DO NOT REQUIRE FAMILIES TO SIGN THE
VALIDATION FORM PRIOR TO VALIDTION. Their signature verifies
that validation of those animals was completed correctly.

Dottie Goebel Lauren Goebel Robert Scott
Josh Blanek
Marty Gibbs

Bob Goebel



Ethics Policy
• ONLY ONE EXHIBITOR PER FORM

• Must include all the following 
information:
• Physical Address – where 

livestock is housed

• Exhibitor Mailing Address

• Exhibitor name and signature

• Family email address

• Parent/Guardian name and 
signature

• Supervising CEA/AST name 
and signature

• Validation Chairman name and 
signature

• FFA Chapter/County 4-H Name

• County Name



Ethics Policy
• Physical address MUST be where the livestock are kept. If this changes

at any time during the feeding period, the County-Level Validation
Chairperson MUST be notified immediately, and a Change of Address
Form must be completed and submitted to state office.

• This address must be approved by the local validation committee.

123 Tom Greed Rd San Angelo 76904

P.O. Box 10601 San Angelo 76904



Ethics Policy
• ONLY ONE EXHIBITOR PER ETHICS POLICY FORM

• By signing this form, the exhibitor and parent/legal guardian are 
acknowledging that they have read the Texas 4-H/FFA Livestock 
Program Ethics Policy and understand the consequences of and 
penalties involved for illegal, unethical, inhumane, and unfair 
practices in livestock competition.

• INITIALS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AS SIGNATURES!

Dottie Goebel Dottie Goebel 10/15/2022

10/15/2022Bob Goebel Bob Goebel

txlambgoatval@ag.tamu.edu



Ethics Policy
• By signing this form, you are acknowledging that you have read the 

Texas 4-H/FFA Livestock Program Ethics Policy and understand the 
consequences of and penalties involved for illegal, unethical, 
inhumane, and unfair practices in livestock competition.

• INITIALS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AS SIGNATURES!
Marty Gibbs

Josh Blanek

Tom Green County 4-H Tom Green

Marty Gibbs

Josh Blanek

10/15/2022

10/15/2022



DNA Sample Envelope
• ONE DNA SAMPLE MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR EACH ANIMAL VALIDATED

92020
10/15/2022 Tom Green 226 Mkt Lamb

Dottie Goebel, Lauren Goebel, Robert Scott

Dottie Goebel Lauren Goebel Robert Scott

Bob Goebel Marty Gibbs

Whitney WhitselWhitney Whitsel



DNA Sample Envelope
• Double and triple check that the tag number recorded on the DNA

sample envelope matches the tag number in the animal’s ear.

• ALL SIGNATURES MUST BE COMPLETED AT THE TIME OF VALIDATION

• If an animal is family validated, each exhibitor listed at the top of the
Validation Form MUST be listed on each DNA envelope and MUST
sign each DNA envelope.
• All market animals are considered family validated if more than one

exhibitor is listed at the top of the Validation Form.

• Each DNA sample envelope must include a signature from:
• Each exhibitor eligible to exhibit the project

• Parent/guardian

• Supervising CEA/AST

• Technician

• INITIALS ARE NOT ACCEPTED AS SIGNATURES!



DNA Sample Procedures
• Record all information required on the DNA sample envelope.

• Remove hair from the hair-line of the foot with bent needle nose
pliers.
• The main concern in collecting hair samples is that the root bulb MUST be

attached to the hair.

• Each sample must contain approximately 40 hair follicles, this should
be accomplished in about 4 pulls of hair.
• DO NOT CUT THE HAIR TO OBTAIN A SAMPLE.

• Do not touch the follicles and be sure to clean the pliers between animals.

• Double check all information on the envelope is correct once you
have collected the DNA sample.

• All signatures should be collected after the hair sample has been
pulled, placed in the envelope, and the envelope has been sealed.
• DNA samples should be pulled in front of the exhibitor(s) and his/her

parent/legal guardian.



Nose Print Card
• TWO LEGIBLE NOSE PRINTS PER CARD (ON SAME SIDE), TWO CARDS PER LAMB

Dottie or Lauren Goebel or Robert Scott

92020
Southdown

226



Nose Print Cards
• Double and triple check that the tag number recorded on the nose

print card matches the tag number in the animal’s ear.

• Make sure that nose prints are CLEAR and LEGIBLE.
• Nose prints should not be smeared or smudged.

• Nose prints should be dark. It is hard to read light nose prints once
they are scanned.

• You should keep one nose print card for your records and send one
nose print card to the Sheep and Goat Validation Office.

• Acceptable Nose Prints
• Individual dots are easy to identify on both nose prints. To ensure that you

have acceptable nose prints, you should be able to match the nose prints
on both cards.

• Unacceptable Nose Prints
• Individual dots are not easy to identify. If you are getting a print that is

smeared or too light, start over with cleaning the nose and reapplying ink.



Nose Print Procedures
• Record all the required information on the nose print card.

• Clean the nose of any nasal mucus, dirt, or feed materials before
applying ink. You want to ensure the nose is DRY before applying ink.
• For best results, use Carter’s Pre-Inked Micropore Stamp Pad TM (Blue or

Red Colored Ink shows up the best).

• Quickly touch the card to the animal’s nose consecutively to collect
two nose prints on the card. For best results, have extra cards
behind the card you are recording the nose prints on for support.
• TWO NOSE PRINTS PER CARD – NOSE PRINTS MUST BE LEGIBLE

• TWO CARDS PER ANIMAL

• You can have too much ink on the nose, which will result in a
smudged or not legible print! Lightly dab the nose with the ink pad
and then quickly touch the card to the nose to collect the prints.

• Double check all information once you have collected nose prints on
both cards.

Only required for sheep.



Acceptable Nose Prints



Unacceptable Nose Prints



Ear Tag Placement
• Look for the mid-rib, between the rises of cartilage, in the center of

the ear, you will place the ear tag in the inner one-third of the mid-
rib of the ear.
• You want to ensure that you do not hit a vein while tagging the animal.

• Clean the left ear with disinfectant where the ear tag will be placed
to help minimize infections.

Cartilage ribs 

State validation tag should be 
placed in the animal’s left ear. 
The EID button should be 
placed on the inside of the ear, 
and the visual tag number on 
the back side of the ear.

Make sure the last five digits of the EID 
button match the visual tag number!



Loading the Tagging Pliers
• Remove the state validation tag and EID button from the package

and ensure that the tag number corresponds to the last five digits of
the EID button.

• Place the tag on the male end of the tagging pliers and the EID
button on the female end of the tagging pliers.

• Disinfect tagging pliers and tag between every animal.

Make sure the last five digits of the EID 
button match the visual tag number!

State validation tag

EID button



DO NOT REMOVE ANY TAGS
• Texas Sheep and Goat Validation Guidelines DO NOT require

removal of tags from sheep and goats at the time of validation.

• It is unlawful to remove a USDA scrapie tag. DO NOT REMOVE
SCRAPIE TAGS! The committee should not remove any tags.

• Our only commitment to TLBA and TGBA is to record the associated
tag number on the Validation Form and the online system.



Tattoo Placement
• Look for the mid- or lower-rib, between or beneath the rise of

cartilage, in the center of the ear, you will place the tattoo in the
middle of the mid- or lower-rib of the ear.
• You want to ensure that you do not hit a vein while tattooing the animal.

• Clean the right ear with disinfectant where the tattoo will be placed
to help minimize infections.

Your county number should be 
tattooed in the animal’s right 
ear. The tattoo MUST be clear 
and legible at the time of 
show. For a better tattoo, 
apply the ink, tattoo the 
animal, and rub in the ink with 
a towel or toothbrush.

226

ONLY TATTOO MARKET LAMBS/GOATS AND WETHER/COMMERCIAL DAMS/DOES

If a tattoo is NOT legible at time of show, 
the project is subject to disqualification.



Acceptable Tattoos



Validating Market Lambs
• Exhibitor Information

• Validation Form: Complete one per family

• Ethics Policy: Complete one per exhibitor

• Ear Tag
• State validation tag should be placed in the

animal’s LEFT ear with the visual tag number
facing the back of the lamb and the EID button
on the inside of the ear.

• Double check to make sure the last five digits on
the EID button match the visual tag number
BEFORE the tag is placed in the ear.

• Tattoo
• County number should be placed in the animal’s

RIGHT ear.



Validating Market Lambs
• Collect DNA

• Collect one hair sample per animal. Be sure
to use a separate envelope for each animal.

• Nose Print
• Collect two legible nose prints on one side

of the nose print card. Collect two nose
prints on two cards for each lamb.

• TLBA Tag Information
• TLBA tags are provided by the breeder and

MUST be in the lamb’s ear at the time of
validation.

• TLBA tags should be in the animal’s right
ear.

• San Angelo Stock Show requires all market
lambs to have a TLBA tag to be eligible to
show.



Validating Market Goats
• Exhibitor Information

• Validation Form: Complete one per family

• Ethics Policy: Complete one per exhibitor

• Ear Tag
• State validation tag should be placed in the

animal’s LEFT ear with the visual tag
number facing the back of the lamb and the
EID button on the inside of the ear.

• Double check to make sure the last five
digits on the EID button match the visual tag
number BEFORE the tag is placed in the ear.

• Tattoo
• County number should be placed in the

animal’s RIGHT ear.



Validating Market Goats

• Collect DNA
• Collect one hair sample per animal. Be sure

to use a separate envelope for each animal.

• TGBA Tag Information
• TGBA tags are provided by the breeder and

MUST be in the goat’s ear at the time of
validation.

• TGBA tags should be in the animal’s right
ear.

• Beginning in 2024, the San Angelo Stock
Show will require all market goats to have a
TGBA tag to be eligible to show.



Validating 
Wether/Commercial Dams
• Exhibitor Information

• Validation Form: Complete one per family

• Ethics Policy: Complete one per exhibitor

• Ear Tag
• State validation tag should be placed in the

animal’s LEFT ear with the visual tag number
facing the back of the lamb and the EID button
on the inside of the ear.

• Double check to make sure the last five digits on
the EID button match the visual tag number
BEFORE the tag is placed in the ear.

• Tattoo
• County number should be placed in the

animal’s RIGHT ear.



Validating 
Wether/Commercial Dams
• Collect DNA

• Collect one hair sample per animal. Be sure
to use a separate envelope for each animal.

• Nose Print
• Collect two legible nose prints on one side

of the nose print card. Collect two nose
prints on two cards for each lamb.

• TLBA Tag Information
• TLBA tags are provided by the breeder and

MUST be in the lamb’s ear at the time of
validation.

• TLBA tags should be in the animal’s right
ear.



Validating 
Wether/Commercial Does
• Exhibitor Information

• Validation Form: Complete one per family

• Ethics Policy: Complete one per exhibitor

• Ear Tag
• State validation tag should be placed in the

animal’s LEFT ear with the visual tag
number facing the back of the lamb and the
EID button on the inside of the ear.

• Double check to make sure the last five
digits on the EID button match the visual tag
number BEFORE the tag is placed in the ear.

• Tattoo
• County number should be placed in the

animal’s RIGHT ear.



Validating 
Wether/Commercial Does

• Collect DNA
• Collect one hair sample per animal. Be sure

to use a separate envelope for each animal.

• TGBA Tag Information
• TGBA tags are provided by the breeder and

MUST be in the goat’s ear at the time of
validation.

• TGBA tags should be in the animal’s right
ear.



Validating Breeding Sheep

• Exhibitor Information
• Validation Form: Complete one per family

• Ethics Policy: Complete one per exhibitor

• Ear Tag
• State validation tag should be placed in the

animal’s LEFT ear with the visual tag number
facing the back of the lamb and the EID
button on the inside of the ear.

• Double check to make sure the last five digits
on the EID button match the visual tag
number BEFORE the tag is placed in the ear.

• Collect DNA
• Collect one hair sample per animal. Be sure

to use a separate envelope for each animal.



Validating Breeding Sheep

• Nose Print
• Collect two legible nose prints on one side of

the nose print card. Collect two nose prints
on two cards for each sheep.

• Registration Papers
• Registration papers for each registered animal

should be checked at validation.
• Verify that registration papers are in the
exhibitor’s name(s) prior to the ownership
deadline.

• Record the registration number on the
Validation Form.

• Flock Tag
• The flock tag should be in the animal’s ear and

the number on the tag should correspond to
the animal’s registration papers.

• Record the flock tag number on the Validation
Form.



Types of Registration Papers

• Each Breed Association has their own type of
Registration Certificate, you need to check the
following:
• Animal is ONLY in the eligible exhibitor’s name(s).

• Date of ownership is on or before ownership
deadline.

• Transfer information on the original paper is
acceptable when it is signed and completed by
the association.

• Registration Paper Information
• The transfer information for most associations is

recorded on the back of the original registration
paper.

• Temporary certificates are NOT accepted, and
the project will be disqualified.



Types of Registration Papers



Types of Registration Papers



Types of Registration Papers



Validating Breeding Goats
• Exhibitor Information

• Validation Form: Complete one per family

• Ethics Policy: Complete one per exhibitor

• Ear Tag
• State validation tag should be placed in the

animal’s LEFT ear with the visual tag
number facing the back of the lamb and the
EID button on the inside of the ear.

• Double check to make sure the last five
digits on the EID button match the visual tag
number BEFORE the tag is placed in the ear.

• Collect DNA
• Collect one hair sample per animal. Be sure

to use a separate envelope for each animal.



Validating Breeding Goats

• Registration Papers
• Registration papers for each registered

animal should be checked at validation.

• Verify that registration papers are in the
exhibitor’s name(s) prior to the ownership
deadline.

• Record the registration number on the
Validation Form.

• Tattoo
• Breeding goats should have a tattoo in

each ear that corresponds to their
registration papers.

• Record the tattoos on the Validation
Form.



Types of Registration Papers

• For each Registration Certificate, you need to check the following:
• Animal is ONLY in the eligible exhibitor’s name(s).

• Date of ownership is on or before ownership deadline.

• Transfer information on the original paper is acceptable when it is signed
and completed by the association.

• Temporary certificates are NOT 
accepted, and the project will be 
disqualified.



Types of Registration Papers



VALIDTION IS NOT COMPLETE UNTIL ALL 
VALIDTION INFORMATION HAS BEEN 

ENTERED ONLINE AND ALL VALIDATION 
MATERIALS HAVE BEEN MAILED TO THE 
SHEEP AND GOAT VALIDTION OFFICE:

7887 US HWY 87 N
SAN ANGELO, TX 76901


