
Screwworm Awareness and Prevention During
Steer and Heifer Validation

Validation

Each year in Texas, steers and heifers intended for

exhibition at Texas major livestock shows and

local/county fairs must be validated through the state

Validation Program. Validation involves placing an official

ear tag and tattoo in the animal's ear to establish

ownership and eligibility for exhibition.

This pest can affect your cattle project!
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New World Screwworm larvae

The Screwworm fly seeks out living
animals with wounds in which to

deposit eggs. After hatching,

screwworm larvae feed on living
tissue, causing wounds to enlarge
rather than heal. If treated early,
animals will recover.

Dehorning is a Risk
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What are the risks?

Ear Tag or Tattoo Sites
Cuts and Scrapes

Dehorning and Castration

Areas of rubbing or irritation

caused by insect bites
Newborn calf naval

Any exposed tissuе!!

New World Screwworm Resources

https://
agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/

new-world-screwworm
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